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Searching the Atla Religion Database 
With over 1,000 titles currently indexed and over 350 in full-text, the Atla Religion Database 
with AtlaSerials® is the foremost resource for academic research in theology and religion. 
Using this database in an efficient and effective manner takes some skill, but these helpful 
tips should assist you in getting up to speed in no time! 

1. Searching by Scripture 
The Hierarchical Scripture Authority makes finding resources on a particular Book, chapter, 
or verse of the Bible quick and simple. 

First, click the option for Scriptures on the upper navigation bar.  

 

Next, search forward until you find the Book you wish to research. Remember, they are in 
Book order. Once you have found the Book, you can narrow your search by clicking expand. 

 

This will open to chapter options, which you can also expand to narrow down to a specific 
verse. Choose your verse and the system will automatically open your results. 
 

 
** One note: the system often clusters verses into small groups for indexing, so occasionally 
you will get results that do not exactly match your desired verse (example: Genesis 1-11). 

 



2. Searching by Subject 
Searching by subject allows you to choose specific terms and search within the subject line, 
giving you far better results than keyword searching. Subjects can be names, as well as 
names with topical subheadings (example: “Paul Saint, Apostle – Attitudes towards 
women”), places (example: “Basilica di San Marco (Venice, Italy)”), or topical terms, often 
with optional subheadings (example: “Jesuits -- Missions -- China – History”). 

Start by clicking Thesaurus in the upper navigation bar. 

Next, browse for a particular term.  

 
While sometimes the thesaurus will offer you a correctly formatted term, occasionally you 
will have to search around; using “Term Contains” assists with this by looking for keywords 
within subject headings. 

Once you have found your desired term, click the box to the left, then click the “Add” button.  

  
 
You can also use this technique to combine multiple subjects using the Boolean terms AND, 
OR, NOT to create even more specific searches. (example: DE "God -- Knowableness" AND 
DE "Augustine, Saint, Bp of Hippo -- Theology -- God") 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3. Limiting Your Search 
Often you will need to limit your search for greater specificity. Quick limiters are in the left 
navigation once you have performed a search and can limit by date, availability, or peer 
review. You can also limit to source types such as essays, book reviews, and academic 
journals. 

  
 
Finally, always remember that you can go back to the opening screen for more options while 
retaining your search terms by clicking the “Advanced Search” button under the search 
queue. 

Remember:  

When in Doubt, Ask A Librarian! 
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